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Jeremiah 1:4-10
	To this assembled congregation I have to say this first.  I realize that none of you came to hear me preach.   I will keep that in mind.  In return I need to ask for your forbearance.  I would like to address this sermon to Chris and ask this congregation to overhear what I have to say.  
	To Chris I have to begin by saying that your mother and I are very proud of you and celebrate your decision to follow a call into ministry and to be ordained.    I realize that there has been some question about that in your mind.   
	For those of you who don’t know the story, during Chris’ senior year of high school, he came into our bedroom one evening to tell us that he had decided to enter the ministry.  And I know that he expected us to offer shouts of joy.   Instead I remember telling Chris that he was crazy, that he was out of his mind.   Part of that was because of how I viewed Chris’ gifts and abilities.    Part of my response came out of my own experience of ministry which at that point was filled with pain and frustration.   At that point I couldn’t understand why any person would want to enter the ministry.   For the record Chris, even 7 years later I’m not sure that I was wrong to wonder at your sanity about entering professional ministry.  
	Certainly Jeremiah thought his call to ministry involved some craziness.   This passage you picked in the first chapter of Jeremiah tells the story of Jeremiah’s call to ministry.   As I reread this familiar passage the thing that stood out to me was in verses 6-8 in which Jeremiah tells God that he is asking the wrong guy to be a prophet.   Jeremiah points out to God that he can’t be a prophet because he is only a boy and has no skill at speaking in public.   If you will allow me, Jeremiah was telling God that he was crazy, that he was out of his mind, that he had the wrong address.   And who could argue with Jeremiah?    Who of us could say that Jeremiah was wrong?
	Chris, we know how it ought to be.   In order to get the attention of the most people, in order to make the best possible impression those whom God calls to professional ministry, to be prophets and priests ought to look like Sean Connery.    They ought to have speaking voices like James Earl Jones.   They should be able to play in the church softball league as if they were Babe Ruth.   They should have minds like Rheinhold Neibuhr – the most illustrious graduate of the institution that just granted you a Master’s degree.  Clergy, church leaders should have immeasurable patience, complete maturity and the prayer life of St. Francis of Assisi.   Of course those whom God calls to ministry should have perfect pitch and the ability to sing solos which leave the congregation wondering if the music of heaven could be any better.   God should call to ministry the best, the most perfect examples of humanity.    God should call to ministry people with incredible magnetic charisma.  
	But God doesn’t do it that way, at least most of the time.    Instead there is real madness in the ways of God.    God evidently feels little need to do things the way that we think they ought to be done – but instead does things that make us wonder – that make us wonder about God’s sanity – that make us wonder about our sanity.    
	Certainly that sentiment is reflected in the words of Paul in 1st Corinthians 2 when he said, “I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling.  My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom “ (1st Corinthians 2:3, 4).   Most often God calls to ministry, not the powerful, the charismatic, the wisest or the most athletic.  Most of the time God calls to ministry broken, imperfect people – and there is madness in that.

	But let me tell you about real madness.   After God disregarded Jeremiah’s pleas for God to find someone better equipped to be a prophet, God told Jeremiah that he was now appointed “over nations and over kingdoms to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant” (Jeremiah 1:10)   In other words God was commissioning Jeremiah, the boy who couldn’t speak in public to be a prophet of real power to people and nations.   In other words God was saying that he expected Jeremiah to change the world.  
	And while that is the charge given to every follower of God, that charge rests heavily on every person who enters professional ministry.   In responding to the call of God you are acknowledging that you expect that by working with and through the church the world can be changed.   You are saying that because of your life the world can be more filled with love and be more loving.  You are saying that because of your life and work the world can be more filled with faith and hope and justice.  You are saying that because of your life, the dreams of God can come closer to fulfillment.   Chris, there is real madness in that.
	Chris, you need to know that for all the words that are said the world really isn’t willing to pay the price to have peace.   You need to know that the world is filled with pain and suffering of unimaginable size – and there is only one of you.   You need to know that sometimes even the church will fight you as you try to do what is right.   You need to know that in our time even being part of a church is viewed with increasing cynicism.   Your response to God‘s call is not sane or sensible.   There is real craziness here.  
	Of course instead of being a sign of your needing a good psychiatrist, this may actually be a sign that you are on the right track.  I recently ran across a quote from Scott Peck who was a wise writer and counselor in the 80’s and 90’s who offered that one of the ways that you can tell that God is really calling you to do something is if it seems crazy.   The truth of the matter is that while the call to which you are responding does involve real madness, that is exactly how God does things.  God calls people like you and me to do impossible things and to always believe that they are indeed possible.   
	
	I believe that’s because it’s really not about you and me.   I believe that’s because the reign of God will not come because some church plans strategically for its arrival.  It will not come because some preacher figures out some new gimmick.   It will not come because some preacher has an incredible gift of charisma.    Chris the dreams of God will come true as people like you and me, and the others gathered here, offer themselves to doing what they can – however imperfectly--  expecting that God will work through them to change the world.   The dreams of God will come true, the world will be changed not because of us, but because of what we allow God to do.  
	Chris, that may be the biggest challenge in ministry.   We clergy wear the fancy robes, flaunt our advanced degrees and love the power that comes with our titles.   The danger is that we may come to believe that we have the power within us to change the world, to make God’s dreams come true.   But that isn’t how it ever is.   God’s dreams will come true as we make room for God to work, never because of us.    Always, in ministry, there needs to be real sense of humility and a real sense of the madness and craziness of what this is all about
	Of course let me tell you something which may make you wonder about my sanity (as if you haven’t thought about that before).   The reality is that as you and I and this congregation, and all Christians make room for God to work, that is exactly what God will do.   Oh, it isn’t that God is well-trained dog who will do whatever we command, but it is that God will always be with you sustaining you and encouraging you.   It is that as we work to further love and forgiveness, justice and peace, God will work alongside us to make the beautiful, wonderful and unexpected things happen.  You may have to watch carefully to see them, but they will be there.   God will be there.    God will be with you.    You will never be alone.    God will take the space you offer and work to change the world.  
	Chris, I want you to always remember there is some craziness, some absurdity to ministry.   You and I being God’s chosen representatives on earth is an outrageous thought and yet, that is what we believe to be true.   And less sane is this – as you seek to serve God, God will be with you.   We are very proud of you.     
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